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A New Media and Finance Company That Will Change the World
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347 446 4461

sealove@sanderhicks.com

Executive Summary:

Peace Machine Inc. is a new media company that leverages burgeoning social networks into a new American political zeitgeist. We translate powerful new social energy into a robust, multi-phase, complex of political ventures. We create a revolutionary new phase in American Politics
. We deliver colossal social and financial returns on investment. 

Phase One: TruthGathering.com

Following last year’s “Truth Gathering” conference we produced last summer in the Catskills, we have registered TruthGathering.com. A team of coders is laying the groundwork. 

TruthGathering.com uses existing social networks to gather participants into a new social networking site. We gather in the name of this exciting, growing trend in politics: the new curiosity many people have to go beyond normal “left and right” in order to get some answers about issues like The Fed, the US War industry, and national security cover-ups like Anthrax, and 9/11. The cause of liberty, peace, and empowerment are not served by yesterday’s political categories.

Major poll data shows that we’re onto something here: more and more people are seeking the truth, and demanding a level of data that is beyond what the corporate media and US Government is willing to provide. Peace Machine Founder Sander Hicks just finished a coast-to-coast national tour, setting up seed chapters of the “Truth Party” in 15 US cities, from Boston to Austin to San Diego.
We are not re-inventing the wheel here, rather taking the social network revolution to its obvious next phase. The social networks are already inherently political. There is a clear connection between people’s propensity to tweet and post on Facebook, and the universal need for political expression.

Phase One Must-Haves:

· Massive Network. We will get to 100,000 members in our network by reaching out to similar groups. E.g. filmsforaction.org, or wiseearth.org, the latter has 45,000 members, and links to many like-minded organizations.

· Keyword Advertising. Compare to Facebook, which did $1.1 billion in ad revenue, in 2010. But for us, that’s just the beginning.

Phase Two: Truth Mobile Network

Once we have reached a “critical mass” of TruthGathering.com (100,000 members within one year) we drop into Phase Two: rolling out a mobile telephone network. We are stealing an idea here from the Credo Mobile model, the liberal cell phone company that donates a percentage of their billing to ultra-liberal causes. Our appeal is broader: we are a cell service provider for the populist/spiritual/libertarian/dare-we-say-“radical” crowd. 

Our branding is all about positivity, pride, and independent thinking. We are about finding a way to be proud of the USA again.

Credo Mobile is a provider of cell phone service from Sprint. Like Credo, we can partner with a larger carrier. What we have is a loyal network, looking to put their cell phone spending where their values are.

Founder Sander Hicks is a proven master of media. We will launch a series of web TV productions, and an iPad/tablet newspaper, in order to promote the brand, build market share, and hype the new mobile network.

We will leverage our social network into a robust series of revenue streams, establish profitability, and go public. The IPO could happen as soon as year two or three.

Phase Three: The Pivot Fund

Amidst all of the pain of the Great Recession, few people have suggested actual alternatives to the Federal Reserve, commercial banking, and Wall Street insularity. But in 2009, Hicks published his ideas on a new Pivot Fund (originally the “Public Interest Venture Organic Trust”) on Alternet. Here at last was real credit market reform, and new thinking about how venture capital could be used in the public interest. What is truly radical in this plan, is that key parts of the Wall Street establishment are embraced, not shunned. The “American Dream” of the uniquely American I.P.O. process is something that we can use, to generate a return on capital, for private (and perhaps even public) investors.

Instead of waiting around for misleaders in the US Government to listen, it’s time for Peace Machine Inc. to take action and lead the way. Founder Sander Hicks and Peace Machine will plough most earnings on the IPO back into the corporation. We will add to our company a social venture capital firm that seeks to invest in high-growth, high-profit ventures with serious social impact. We will draw on ideas from our community at TruthGathering.com. We will focus on areas such as organic agriculture, new retail ventures with a franchisable model, medical marijuana, and alternative energy. 

Peace Machine Inc. and TruthGathering.com will at this point market and launch a low-cost, value-creating, ground-breaking new Peace Machine Business School Practicum, where we take budding new entrepreneurs and match them with a mentor. Together, the pair will launch some “company-owned” ventures that the Peace Machine/Truth Gathering network wants to seed. So, not only will we be a social VC fund, we can act as an incubator for ventures that will add value to our portfolio. One IPO will lead to 200 IPOs and an incubator of the major companies of the future.

The Fed, the national debt, the decline of the dollar are all indicative of a severe case of mis-, mal-, and non-feasance in the US Government. Both major political parties are bankrupt of new ideas. Peace Machine Inc. can help show a way to reform the USA’s use of capital. It’s not about burning down the New York Stock Exchange, it’s about finding a way to give capitalism integrity again, by linking it to a social mission. Some may dismiss this notion as radical. Rather, we hold that our vision is universal. 

We all want a system with more transparency, with more opportunity. Instead of just complaining about the Fed, let’s show Big Banking and US Government that there’s a new way to do capitalism, with 
profitability, liberty, and social impact. The results will be nothing short of historic. 

Two Quick Notes on Why the Timing is Right:

The IPO market is back, and it’s hot-hot-hot. According to the New York Times, (3/27/11) this time, usage of the internet is two billion users, eight times as large as the web during the 1999 IPO frenzy. 

Founder Sander Hicks is under contract to release a new book, Slingshot to the Juggernaut, this Fall, 2011. The book covers activism, the Truth movement, US government cover-ups, the Great Recession, and the need for economic alternatives. The book will be a launching platform for the Truth Gathering/Peace Machine concept.

Background of the Principals:

Sander Hicks founded Soft Skull Press in 1992, at the age of 21, and managed the company until 2001. He appeared in the national media from 1999 to 2001 for republishing the controversial George W. Bush biography Fortunate Son. The struggle to release the truth about Bush was covered by everyone from 60 Minutes, to the New York Times to the front cover of the Washington Post Style section. None of them got reported the story as intimately as the scruffy, award-winning documentary Horns and Halos, in 2003.

Hicks founded Vox Pop Inc. in 2004 and ran the company until early 2009. Vox Pop was a legendary Brooklyn fair-trade coffeehouse that hosted thousands of live events, published a newspaper, served great food, coffee, beer, and wine, and even provided self-publishing services at its “Publish Yourself!” store.

Hicks is a leader in the global mass movement demanding truth and transparency regarding US power, empire, 9/11, and its “War on Terror.” Hicks has published exposés in a variety of high-profile publications, including Alternet, Huffington Post, New York Press, Catholic Worker, BOMB, and Long Island Press. He is a veteran of four national speaking tours; including talks at Stanford Law School, Cornell, University of Louisville, NYU, Humbolt State, the American Society of Journalists and Authors, and the Book Expo America.

What We Are Raising

Peace Machine Inc. wants to raise a “seed round” of $500K, in order to finish the launch of TruthGathering.com, and begin building up a massive social network. Once this social network is launched, Peace Machine Inc. will be a very attractive investment for a serious first round of venture capital.

Our current valuation is $2 million. $500K is 25% of current equity. Minimum investment is four shares, price per share is $2,500. 
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�What's the rhetorical intent of the forks in "TRUTH"?


�People hear capitalism and think anti-capitalism, which is a bit red. Let's move past old materialist dichotomies.


�I would stay focussed on getting people talking about the politics of the day, not something as grand as "proud of the USA"--the goal is profitable and enlightening discourse.


�"both" ≠ three items here





